
Recommended Fiction  

Reading for Pleasure Spine 
 

The books in this spine are recommended for children to read for pleasure. The 
aim is that the books which have been selected here will provide depth and 
breadth to children's reading. See also our Recommended Non-fiction Reading 
for Pleasure Spine, our English Curriculum Book Spine and our Story Time Book 
Spine for even more choice. 
 
For more information about Reading for Pleasure, and even more recommended 
reads, visit these websites: 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/ 
 
 

Lower Key Stage Two 

 
The Accidental 
Prime Minister by 
Tom McLaughlin  

 
Matilda by 
Roald Dahl 

 
Mr Stink by David 
Walliams 

 
The Tiger’s Tale: 
A Conservation 
Story by Catherine 
Barr  

 
The Star Outside 
My Window by 
Onjali Q Rauf 

 
The Time Machine 
Next Door: 
Scientists and 
Stripy Socks 
By Iszi Lawrence 

 
The Lost Whale by 
Hannah Gold 

 
New from Here by 
Kelly Yang 



 
Gorilla City 
by Nick Ward 

 
Stitched Up by 
Steve Cole 

 
A Street Dog 
Named Pup by Gill 
Lewis 
 
 

 
Mohinder’s War by 
Bali Rai 

 
The Thirteenth 
Home of Noah 
Bradley by Amber 
Lee Dodd 
 
 

 
The World’s Worst 
Monsters by David 
Walliams 

 
Peanut Jones and 
the Twelve Portals 
by Rob Biddullph 
 

 
Bill’s New Frock by 
Anne Fine 

 
Moby Dick 
By Gemma Barder 

 
The Wind in the 
Willows  
by Lou Peacock 

 
Heidi 
by Jeanne Willis 
 

 
The Secret Garden 
by Geraldine 
McCaughrean 
 



Upper Key Stage Two 

 
Goodnight Mister 
Tom by 
Michelle Magorian 

 
Cloud Busting by 
Malorie Blackman 

 
The Lion above the 
Door by Onjali Q 
Rauf 

 
Xanthe and the 
Ruby Crown by 
Jasbinder Bilan 

 
Thief by Malorie 
Blackman 

 
Nightfall in New 
York by Katherine 
Woodfine 

 
A boy called Hope 
by Lara Williamson 

 
Once by Morris 
Gleitzman 

 
What Katy Did by 
Susan Coolidge 

 
Cogheart by Peter 
Bunzl 

 
Time Travelling 
with a Hamster by 
Ross Welford 

 
The Nowhere 
Emporium by Ross 
MacKenzie 



 
Illegal by Eion 
Colfer 

 
Heidi by Johanna 
Spyri 

 
The Scarecrow and 
his Servant by 
Philip Pullman 

 
Escape to the 
River Sea by Emma 
Carroll 

 
Secrets of an 
Undercover 
Activist by Nat 
Amoore 

 
Baller Boys: The 
Bulldozers by 
Vanessa Taylor 

 
Breakfast Club 
Adventures by 
Marcus Rashford 

 
Armistice Runner 
by Tom Palmer 

 
Safiyyah's War 
by Hiba Noor Khan  

 

 
City of Stolen 
Magic by Nazneen 
Ahmed Pathak  

 
Everything Sad Is 
Untrue 
by Daniel Nayeri  

 
Ghost by Jason 
Reynolds 

 


